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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated and some who are fully vaccinated. In our determined 
care for each other, please follow these rules: 
 

• If you arrived with a cough, fever, sniffles or other symptoms of a 

respiratory infection, please say a quiet prayer, excuse yourself, and go 

home.  

• All services are “mask-optional” for people who have been vaccinated. 

Go without one if you wish. Wear one if you wish. 

• If you haven’t been vaccinated, please be sure to wear a mask for your 

own safety and as way of caring for the people around you. 

• Singing is permitted at all services, though we urge you to sing quietly. 

• Continue to observe social distancing rules. 

• Continue for the time being to sit only in marked pews. Use your 

judgment on how close you wish to be to people at the other end. 

Listen kindly to their concerns if they have any. 

• Continue to share the Peace with a nod, a bow or a wave of the hand. 

No handshakes or hugs yet. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 

individual cups. The pastors will mask when they consecrate the 

elements and wear a glove to distribute the host. 
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 19, 2021; 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me,” John Behnke 

 

Entrance 

Stand as the cross enters from the side door 

Confession 

P Joined to Christ Jesus in the waters of Holy Baptism, we are clothed 
with God’s promise of forgiveness and life.  Let us put this gift to use 
and prepare to meet our Lord.  We pray. 

 
 We give you thanks, O God. 

C In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters. 

P By your Word you created the world. 

C You called forth life in which you took delight. 

P Forgive us, merciful Lord. 

C We have failed to delight you.  Our sinful habits injure the world.  
We neglect your Word and dishonor your Spirit.  We fail to thank 
you as we should, with heart, soul, strength, and mind.  Forgive 
us, merciful Lord. 

 

As water is poured into the font –  

 

P We praise you, O God.  You delivered Noah and his family through the 
waters of the flood. 

C You led Israel through the sea, from slavery to freedom. 

P To redeem the world, your Son was baptized by John and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit. 

C You have made us your children in Christ through Word and 
water. 

P Restore us, gracious Father.  Fill us in this hour with the power of your 
Holy Spirit, so that we will sing your praise, trust your Word, receive 
our Savior Christ with glad and cheerful hearts, and walk with him by 
faith through the days which lie ahead. 
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C Restore us, gracious Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

P As a pastor of the church and at Christ’s command, I tell you that your 
sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 

Gathering Hymn “Lord, Take My Hand,” #767 
 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and 
welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish 
ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding 
as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Jeremiah 11:18-20 

18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed 
me their evil deeds. 19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I 
did not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us 
destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 20But you, O LORD of 
hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see 
your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  54 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain

 
 

Cantor sings verses; All sing refrain 
 

Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might. Hear my prayer, 
O God, give ear to the words of my mouth. For strangers have risen against 
me; ruthless men seek my life; they do not set God before themselves. 
Refrain 
 
He will return the evil to my enemies; in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
With a freewill off’ring I will sacrifice to you; I will give thanks to your name, 
O Lord, for it is good. Refrain 
 
For he has delivered me from ev’ry trouble, and my eyes have looked in 
triumph on all my enemies. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Refrain 
 

Second Reading James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that 
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have 
bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false 
to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, 
there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a 
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 
  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? 
Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You 
want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 
something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 
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pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation “You Have Put on Christ,” #211 

  
Cantor sings once; All sing once 

 
 

Gospel Mark 9:30-37 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not 
want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, 
“The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill 
him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were 
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the 
greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a 
little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 
them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated.  
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 
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Stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “Children of the Heavenly Father,” #781 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in prayerful 
silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s invitation 

 

Presentation of the Offering  “Children of the Heavenly Father,” 

Donald Busarow 
 
A Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace, 
C You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and 

good news to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use 
what we have gathered to glorify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 

 

 
P Holy, mighty, merciful Lord. . . all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
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Communion 

 

 

Communion Hymn  “Strengthen for Service,” #497 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen. 
A Let us pray. We thank you, Almighty God, for knitting us together in 

the one body of Jesus Christ, your Son. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, fill us with such faith that our thanks will blossom in steadfast 
service to our neighbors and joyful witness to the world: through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “All Depends on Our Possessing,” #589 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Postlude “All Depends on Our Possessing,” Benjamin Culli 

(Quoting Antonio Vivaldi) 
 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with License #SB131019.  
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me,” arr. John Behnke © 1998 Concordia Publishing House 
“O Take My Hand, Dear Father,” arr. Thomas Gieschen © 1972 Augsburg Publishing House 
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me,” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
“Behold, God Is My Helper,” arr. Phillip Magness, Music ©2010 Liturgy Solutions, Inc. 
“You Have Put On Christ,” Text © 1969 and music © 1977 International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
“Children of the Heavenly Father,” arr. Valerie Shields © 2009 Augsburg Fortress 
“Children of the Heavenly Father,” Text 1926 Board of Publications, Lutheran Church in America 
“Children of the Heavenly Father,” arr. Donald Busarow © 2009 Concordia Publishing House 
“Strengthen for Service, Lord,” Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
“All Depends on Our Possessing,” arr. Valerie Shields © 2007 Augsburg Fortress 
“All Depends on Our Possessing,” arr. Benjamin M. Culli © 2006 Concordia Publishing House 
 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter(8:30); (11) 
 

Acolytes – Annalies Anderson (8:30); Leroy Russ (11) 
 

Cantors – Dale Mortensen (8:30) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Michael Eckert (8:30); Bob Trapp (10) 
 

Welcome Team – The Parrott Family 
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Martha Trapp, Louise Vertal 
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This Week’s Commemorations 

Sept. 18—DAG HAMMARSKJOLD, d. 1961, a Swedish diplomat and U.N. 
General Secretary, renowned for the way his faith in Christ shaped and 
informed his public life. 
 
Sept. 20—NELSON WELEY TROUT, d. 1996, the first African American to 
serve as a bishop in the American Lutheran Church, a predecessor of the 
ELCA.   
 
Sept. 21—ST. MATTHEW, the apostle and evangelist.   
 

 
 

September 26 
Eighteenth Sunday after 19ntecost 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Psalm 19:7-14; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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